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Re-Forming, not Re-opening

It has been since the middle of March that we have gathered in-
person as a community of believers. We have had LOTS of zoom
meetings, lots of phone calls, lots of cards, lots of distanced-visits,
lots of prayer, lots of YouTube, lots of service opportunities, lots of
posted messages, lots of emails...Lots. So, in the coming weeks we
aren’t re-opening but instead we are taking our first steps towards
re-forming. In my Presbyterian tradition, we talk about how we are
a church “once reformed, always reforming according to the Word
of God and the call of the Spirit.”

So, there’s no need to talk about re-opening because we never
closed. We are just taking the next steps towards what it means to
re-form in the coming weeks. The steps we are taking come out of
much discussion, prayer, listening, discerning. It has been rooted in
the Word of God, the call of the Spirit, and also the wisdom of the
scientific community.

Mission

The Mission Team is continuing to work on the ways that we will be
present in our communities in the weeks ahead. Our re-forming is
not just about getting back together for worship but for how we will
continue to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world. We will
continue to offer times to deliver food from Brighton Center on
Wednesdays and also work to support the other organizations that
we are connected to in our communities.

Discipleship

In our re-forming, it is vital for us to focus on what it means to be
disciples of Jesus. Part of it is mission as | just shared, part of it is
worship as we’ll share about in a bit, but discipleship is through all
of it. As we re-form, | want to ask you...what steps are you taking in
your day to day discipleship? This is an area that | pray we can find
really creative ways of engaging with Jesus and with one another as
we re-form. Kelly has been working on a really exciting opportunity
called Compassion Camp that will engage our families directly in bi-
weekly at-home ways of discipleship but is also open to the
congregation as a whole. We will be continuing our Tuesday noon
Bible Study (we just started a study on The Sermon on the Mount)
along with our 9a Sunday group. | also want to see what other ways
we can creatively engage growing as disciples in this time ahead.

Cont’d on page 2



http://www.christchurchft.org
http://facebook.com/christchurchuccft
mailto:ed@christchurchft.org
mailto:toni@christchurchft.org
mailto:melaniemcb@gmail.com
http://www.christchurchft.org
http://facebook.com/christchurchuccft
mailto:ed@christchurchft.org
mailto:toni@christchurchft.org
mailto:melaniemcb@gmail.com

Church Office

Starting on June 15, the church office will resume more normal hours. However, during the
week, we will be limiting the number of people in the church office (which includes Sherri’s
office, Ed’s office, and the side office) to no more than 6 people at a time. To help facilitate
this, we are asking that everyone calls ahead or schedules an appointment to come by. Sherri
and | will also be keeping track of who comes by just for record keeping in case we need to
share about anyone testing positive for Covid-19. We are also asking that you wear a mask when
in the office with others for safety. By this time, you may be asking...um...what about worship?
Well, here we go...

Worship

We all want to be back together for worship in some form. We also see the ways that different
areas of our country are “re-opening” so it is natural and appropriate to ask when we will be
doing the same. The Christ Church council endorsed a plan on Monday night to begin just that.
Taking on the recommendations of our re-forming task force, we are looking to resume gathering
in-person on July 5, but in a new way for at least the month of July. Recognizing that there are
significant logistical issues with “safe” gathering in the sanctuary (as we seek to follow
recommendations from the state of Kentucky and other scientific guidelines), we are going to
experiment with an outdoor service in July. It will be at 8:30am and will meet in the parking
lot. It will be a short service (approximately 25-30 minutes) and will feel a lot like a camp
meeting type of service. We will be asking people to bring their own chairs (although some will
be provided) and we will have amplification and will have a few canopies for those who need
shade.

We will continue to offer an online worship experience as we have been doing as well because
we feel all need to be welcomed and included as much as possible in this re-forming process.
After all, we do share that we are a community that seeks to embrace all as we journey the way
of Jesus.

This outdoor service is an experiment. It is not a permanent thing but a way to see about how
we can come together as a worshipping community as soon as possible. We have heard from the
congregation pretty clearly that, for the majority of folks, there is a deep desire to get back to
reconnecting but an openness to trying something different in this uncertain and rapidly-
changing time.

This would also allow the 9a Bible study to meet right after both in-person and online, but it
may start more like 9:15....

In the book of Acts, there is a powerful section that talks about a time when the church was
discerning how it was going to respond to significant questions of who it was and who it was
going to be. As the first council of the church shared in their response, they said, “it seems best
to the Holy Spirit and to us...” That, to me, is one of the best ways of understanding what it
means to discern the next best steps before us. We pray, we listen, we share, and we take what
we feel is the way that the Holy Spirit is leading us to continue to re-form.

Grace & Peace,
Pastor Ed (on behalf of the Christ Church Council)




“Justice...It is a Jesus thing...”

Sunday afternoon, my family and | broke distancing guidelines and gathered with several
hundred people in College Hill for a silent prayer march. While the organizers told folks to keep
the suggested 6’ distance, it was pretty much impossible for that to take place when you are
walking on narrow sidewalks and going on a 1.5 mile walk through the neighborhoods of College
Hill. Before we went, we talked as a family about it - it felt there was no full “right” and no
full “wrong.” On the one hand, the right would be to keep from gathering in a large group
because of the ongoing concerns around Covid-19. But on the other, to stand up and speak and
join our voices with others also was the “right.” So, we chose to join the march yesterday and |
am grateful that we did. While this one didn’t make the news, what it did was speak to a lot of
people in College Hill. As we walked, people honked their horns, waved out their windows,
shouted encouragements as they drove by, and others stood in front of their house saying
various forms of “thank you!” I’ve been a part of many protest marches, but | have not
experienced the personal responses from people like | experienced on Sunday.

| share this not to say, “look at me!” but instead as a reminder that our siblings of color need to
know that we are there with them. Yesterday’s march (and all the others taking place right
now) are moments in time and that speak a necessary message but the question is whether we
will be there still a week from now, a month from now, a year from now when the fight against
racism is still going on. It is easy to be passionate right now because everything is out there
right now, but the hard part comes when it means changing hearts, minds, practices, and
policies. That’s when the really hard work takes place.

But the church must be at the forefront of that change. Our core story of creation affirms that
we are ALL created in the image of God. One of our first evangelists and theologians shared
that in Christ there is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, for all are one in Christ. He also said that
what God was working to create is one new humanity. And of course, our faith is rooted in the
one, Jesus, who kept crossing over the boundaries and walls we have built between us. Jesus
shared a drink of water and a normal conversation with a Samaritan woman and told stories
about the Samaritan who cared for the Jew when no one else would. This is the story in which
we are rooted as followers of Jesus.

So, in this tense and challenging time, what can we do? | want to challenge you to be
uncomfortable. Ask a friend who is a person of color about their experience of race in America.
Ask them how they have been treated. Ask them to tell you times where maybe you have done
or said something that they experienced in a painful or discriminatory way. As you ask these
questions, recognize that what you may hear may be difficult but it is what they have
experienced and we need to be willing to understand the world not only through our eyes but
through theirs as well. It may open you to understanding your actions in a new way.




Another option is to read books by authors sharing their stories and experiences that may
likely be very different from your own. Here’s an online resource of MANY resources - books,
articles, podcasts, movies, shows - that help to work on anti-racism in our lives and in our
society. You can find that resource here - bit.ly/ANTIRACISMRESOURCES

- Many of these resources may be very uncomfortable but we need to be willing to be in that
uncomfortability because it is only through it that change can come. | would be willing to lead
a group discussion on one of these resources as | feel this is an essential part of our
discipleship journey to help grow and help be a part of the necessary change.

| marched on Sunday and | will continue to find ways to publicly speak out in the name of
Jesus towards a country and world that looks more like what this one new humanity should be.
But | cannot be willing to stop at just walking down streets carrying signs. Change comes as
we take this passion and anger that is present now and move it into action that builds
relationships, builds bridges and yes, transforms the world. Those women, men, children who
were shouting their encouragements and blessings as we walked on Sunday deserve more than
marches. They deserve change.

Justice...It is a Jesus thing...

Grace & Peace,
Pastor Ed

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATES by Kelly Kuhnhein

This month the children continued to work on coloring pages to send to members of the
congregation. They have done a wonderful job in spreading God’s light and love in this
meaningful way. Emails are sent to families weekly as well as videos with a brief lesson
and book. The summer provides an opportunity for additional learning and outreach. This
year the children can participate in a bi-weekly lesson through a program called
Compassion Camp from Illustrated Ministries. It was a program written to be a virtual
VBS, but will be adapted and used to provide continued lesson/connection throughout

the summer months.
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Dear Members of Christ Church

For twenty-six years, our lives have been enriched by caring for survivors
of suicide. And for twenty-six years, Christ Church as supported us. We
estimate that in those years, over three thousand survivors have attended
the meetings or come to our home to sit in the sunroom and visit. From
the beginning, we have felt that this was one of God’s purposes for us.

For four years, we thought that one of our members would take over the
group when we could no longer facilitate it. Last August, she moved to
Florida to fulfill her dream. So we have been back to wondering what
would happen to the group. | spoke to two members about possibly it
taking over. Both declined. The answer has come from God in the middle

of the pandemic.

It would probably not be possible for us to have a meeting of six people,
six feet apart in the parlor, much less the twenty-six who attended the last
meeting. So, it will be impossible for us to meet. Therefore we have

ended the group.

| had just ordered fifty books for the packets we send when someone calls
or emails. So we will continue to send them. There are numbers of
professionals whom we have worked with these years, which includes
Children’s Hospital and End of Life when they are dealing with a suicide.
We have sent nine this week.

Ken and | thank all of you for the support you have given us all these
years. It has been an important, far-reaching mission.

Love and Hugs

Carol and Ken



Mission Team Update by Kelly Kuhnhein

The Mission Team will meet on 6/4 via Zoom to discuss current needs and evaluate available
resources. Our goal is to provide as much support as possible to our community during this
uncertain time while also remaining committed to the agencies we serve regularly. At our next
meeting we will discuss ways to reach out to Washington UCC’s summer program. We did not
receive additional requests for assistance this month. Please see the kind note we received from
our neighbors at St. Thomas for our contribution to St. Vincent de Paul. (next page)

Also, we are excited to support church member, Tim Borah, as he takes on the challenge of
completing 20 miles of walking in 20 days during the month of June.

Tim Borah is walking in the Church World Service’s 20 in 20 Challenge which helps put food
onto otherwise empty tables. Tim will walk a total of 20 miles from 6/10-6/30.(You’ll notice
that the miles are higher than the traditional CROP Hunger Walk in recognition of the fact that
people will have to walk farther for food, water and good health this year.)

Tim has a goal of raising at least $200 ($10/mile). It's enough to provide hygiene care to 13
people who are in shelters because of homelessness and unemployment, or boxes of emergency
food rations/supplies to 10 families, or clean water for 30+ children so they can effectively fight
off diseases.Want to join him in supporting a good cause? Whether you donate $5 or $500.
Every little bit helps. Thank you for your support.

When you donate to CWS, your gifts will provide food, clean water, healthcare, supplies and
support services for vulnerable families around the world, while also allowing CWS to adapt in
the face of this pandemic.

Find more information at:
https://cwsglobal.org/about/

We are all in this together. Together, we can keep hope alive.

You can donate or join Tim by going to:

https://www.facebook.com/donate/614675702470951/
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Do You Need Help connecting with Technology?

Julie Mai would be happy to visit anyone (or talk via phone) to help them get set up -
anything from hooking up a VCR to connecting via a computer or mobile device.

You can reach her at 859-760-4104 or jdascmai@zoomtown.com

A Few Notes from Linda Graceyd...

A DEEP APPRECIATION TO OUR AMAZING STAFF

Our last shared church time together was Sunday, March 8th, three months ago, and since then,
our incredible staff has kept communication, music, daily readings, Bible studies, children
activities, Sunday School classes, beautiful Sunday services, bulletins, Executive Council
meetings, etc. continuing in ways we had never thought we could possibly share together. Ed,
the guru of technology, with his incredible skills and beautiful photography gave of his amazing
gifts not only to us but to the other three participating churches. How very, very lucky are

we to have such amazing, dedicated individuals who serve us through such a stressful,
unbelievable time.

Thank you to each of you for the wonderful ways you give to us and you give to God.

OUR AMAZING JUDY LAND is our SEWING QUEEN as she continues to sew masks,
well over 300 by now. She has made them in three sizes, small, medium, and large. Thank
you, Judy! Contact Linda Gracey if you are in need of a mask/s.

(859) 380-1588 or llg1216@aol.com

Church Grounds

Through the weekly donations from the Adult Sunday School Class, flowers were able to be
planted in the Prayer Garden pots and around the church grounds. A special appreciation to
those who donated and to Ruth Rowe for helping wherever needed! Thank you for adding
beauty to our church grounds.

Thank You!

We are so grateful for the cards, calls, e-mails and especially the prayers during Jim's hospital
stay. Your love was felt throughout this ordeal, especially during this stressful time. Thank you,
Our Dear Church Family.

Blessings and love,
Jim and Linda Gracey
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Prayers for Members and Families:

Christi Self, Sylvia Ramey, Dot Racke, Al Rice, Debby Hecky, Abby Vogel, Jane & Marvin Cox, Bill
Castleman, Bob & Nancy Witte, Bill & Jenny Herrmann, Rev. Donna Kay Lewis, Carol, Jimmy
Wainscott, Gina, Sally, Christina, Sandy, Samantha, John, Marvin & Marie Oder, Gordon Braun, Kerri
Preston,Harold Gadd, Joe Wuest, Bonnie Hitch, Paul, Bob Stull, Dana Lee, The Kincaid Family(Nancy
Hunter), The Family of Sara Celenza, Jeff Fox, Lisa Bernhiesel, Griffen, Jim Gracey, Lynn Deaton,
Charlie Chambers, Whitney Sudkamp, Jean Whaley

Loved Ones in Retirement Centers & Nursing Homes:
Grand Towers Amy Dunn The Barrington Jack & Ev Weber & Dot Lyman

Dot Racke - % Pam Rogers @ 3 Raleigh Ct.
Danville, KY 40422

Reminder BIRTHDAY CARDS

. . Our Dear Friend, Dot Racke is turning 98 on
Please consider the Christ Church July 11. Please mark your calendar the end

Legacy Fund in your wills and trusts. of June to send her Birthday Wishes and our
Feel free to reach out to the members of Christ Church Love as she marks this

the Legacy Committee if you have any incredible milestone.

uestions.
. Mrs. Dot Racke
Patti Miller, Steve Weber, Bruce c/o Pam Rogers
Bernhard, Marcia Hosea and Larry 35 Raleigh Court
Stinson Danville, KY 40422

CONGRATULATIONS 2020 GRADUATES!

Congratulations to Adam Miller, Judy Land’s grandson,
who is graduating with honors from Simon Kenton High School.
He is looking forward to studying engineering at the University of Louisville.




Minutes of Christ Church UCC
Board of Directors and Council Meeting

05/11/2020

Present: Ken Weidinger (Moderator), Rev. Ed Goode, Alex Petracco, Sallie Schmidt, Jim Korpik,
Bert Bathiany (Treasurer), Tim Borah (Secretary), Deborah Walters Paillette, Linda Gracey, Lois
Basham and Joe Stevenson (Vice Moderator), Kelly Kuhnhein

Absent: Cindy Bathiany.

Council/Board of Directors was called to meet in a special session to discuss the agenda items
below:

Centering:

Rev. Ed Goode opened the meeting with a reflection based on the question, “What we as
individuals miss the most about our congregation meeting as a community?”

Financial Report:

Treasurer Bert Bathiany reported that “We are holding our own” through the much appreciated
support of some members “paying forward” their pledges. Additionally, a Federal PPP loan has
been procured for $46,000 that will be used to pay employees salaries etc. authorized by
stipulations of the loan agreement. Members of the Finance Committee will be monitoring loan
expenditures.

New Business: Reforming Working Group

Moderator Ken Weidinger reported that an ad hoc “Reforming Working Group” (composed of Ken
Weidinger, Jean Braun, Nancy Pinguely, Jen Korpik, Jim Korpik, Greg Vogel, Rev. Ed Goode, Kelly
Kuhnhein and Toni Sheffer) has been meeting to recommend procedures and guidelines in
expectation of the eventual reopening of Christ Church United Church of Christ.

The group will continue to meet and expects to recommend these guidelines and procedures in
accordance with recommendations put forward by CDC, Commonwealth of Kentucky and
denominational sources. An example of future procedures mentioned was a draft form for groups
and members who request Christ Church facilities usage. In consultation with assembled
members of the Council/Board of Directors, a brief survey of four questions will be offered to
church members to measure past actions and future plans. Postal mail and email will be utilized
to launch the survey as soon as possible.

The next regular meeting of Christ Church Council/Board of Directors will be Monday, June 1,
2020.

Meeting adjourned.




Christ Church Finances 1/20-5/20

Greetings from the Finance Board! We are working diligently to monitor the finances of the
church. The good news is that we are holding our own during these trying times. So far our
giving is slightly ahead of our pledges. That is amazing, but totally expected. Our church
family has always risen to the call for help financially. We have a few expenses that were
unexpected or paid out for the whole year which has affected our cash flow. But we are
financially sound.

Two pieces of good news. First, we qualified for a federal PPP Loan thru the SBA. We have
received $46,000 to use to offset our utilities, our salaries, and our debt. This is money that
we should qualify for forgiveness. We have certain expenses that we need to monitor, but
thanks to the diligence of Barb, our bookkeeper, and Sherri, we have that under control. The
second is that we have had our loan interest lowered and now our monthly payment is at a
reasonable amount.

Our Legacy fund is doing ok and should bounce back like all of the stock market, in due time.
We have some income still in our Capital Campaign Fund for emergencies. But, we will still
rely heavily on the goodness of our congregation to continue with their pledged giving and
unmet Capital Campaign commitments.

This is an economically tough time for many. The Board realizes that and will keep a watchful
eye on the church's finances. If you have any specific questions, please contact someone on
the board. Our prayers are with you and Christ Church.

Blessings

Bert Bathiany
Chair Finance Board/Treasurer




Summary for Council/Board of Directors Meeting June 1, 2020

Finance Report: See previous page for finance update from Bert Bathiany.

Elevator Update: Moderator Ken Weidinger reported that we remain at an impasse with
Schindler Elevator Company over a repair bill that resulted from a malfunctioning elevator.
Council believes this is egregious due to the elevator warranty. After discussion it is the opinion
of Council to contact legal counsel to begin communicating with Schindler elevator.

Reforming Working Group (RWG): A written report was submitted. Ken reported that the
online survey was completed and that members report they are benefitting from online worship

and are expressing caution about returning to in person worship. The survey results will be
available for review.

Some members attended a zoom presentation by Dr. Bernheisel from Christ Hospital and it was
generally affirmative of RWG guidelines.

A plan has been developed for indoor worship.

A plan has been developed to reopen Christ Church’s office, it will maintain social distancing
and will restrict occupancy to six or fewer persons.

RWG presented these items for discussion:

1. RWG has a plan for indoor worship. RWG recommends action be taken to replace the
“garden entrance” door fixture with a ‘crash’ type bar. Additionally, RWG recommends
purchase of thermometers to implement guidelines.

2. RWG has presented Council with guidelines to return to worship outdoors. The services
would be brief, informal and require less restrictive measures than indoor worship. After
discussion it is the consensus of Counsel that a regular early morning worship service be
conducted in the rear of church grounds as an experiment. Attendees are asked to please
bring a lawn type chair and erection of some type of tent will be explored. Additionally,
there is consensus for waiting until July to make a decision about indoor worship. PPE
and cleaning supplies will be procured from budgeted appropriations.

New Business:

Linda Gracey made a motion to replace the door fixture as recommended by RWG, the motion
was seconded by Jim Korpik and adopted by Board of Directors of Christ Church U.C.C.

Sallie Schmidt made a motion to purchase four thermometers as recommended by RWG, the
motion was seconded by Joe Stevenson and adopted by Board of Directors of Christ Church
U.C.C.
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