
I have walked past this church probably 100s of times. It is across the 
street from a lake around which I often take my morning walk. This 
morning, a contrast caught my attention that I had never seen before in 
all the times I walked by.  The contrast I saw was in the cross at the top 
of the church building rising up above everything else and then the 
cross in the utility pole connected to wires stretching out into the street. 
(Disclaimer – this is in no way a commentary on that specific 
congregation). What stirred in me was about connection. One of the 
crosses was clean and crisp and unconnected. The other was rough but 
connected to the community around. 

Does this speak to who we are called to be as people seeking to 
journey the Way of Jesus?  I believe that it absolutely does.  This Fall, 
we’re going to be exploring what it means to journey this Way of Jesus 
using what participants in the life of Christ Church have seen in the 
Gospels.  This theme will guide our times of worship and hopefully 
some other ways to engage this Fall.  These themes aren’t 
“revolutionary” as you have probably heard about them before.  But 
they all are part of what the Spirit is speaking to us right now about 
who we are to be.  Some of these themes are forgiveness, Kingdom/kin-
dom, Healing, Love, Follow, New, Teach/Learn, Sin, Poor, Faith, 
Suffering, Peace, Do Not Fear, and several others.   
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Summary of Executive Council 08/24/2020 

The Reforming Working Group presented revised guidelines for resuming regular Sunday meetings 
while monitoring COVID 19 conditions in Hamilton, Campbell, Kenton, and Boone counties to set 
appropriate worship conditions.  Council approved resumption of worship for September 13th with 
required health and conditions. 

Council approved revised personnel guidelines where staff members may contribute required 
elements of worship (for example) by electronic means during the COVID 19 at risk time period.   

A report was received by a council member on the unsatisfactory material conditions due to weather 
and etc. around the church building.  Recommendations for repair are being evaluated and a working 
group will be formed. 

Council members Deborah Paillette and Linda Gracey have formed a working group to review the 
Employee Personnel Policy Handbook.  Pending approval by Council/Board of Directors the formation 
of a Personnel Committee will be recommended. 

Illumination Youth Group:  Pastor Ed reported that the Illumination Youth Group Board met recently 
and recommended that reserve funds be expended to cover costs through the end of this year.  First 
Christian Church Fort Thomas withdrew in June citing financial difficulties in providing quarterly 
payments.  Another congregation is also experiencing financial shortfalls.

But here’s the thing with all of them…they aren’t just for us.  They are ALL a part of how we are 
connected to our community and our neighborhoods as followers of Jesus.  It isn’t just about the 
healing we receive from God but it is about the healing that we can also bring to the world.  It isn’t 
just about the new things that God is doing in our midst but also about the ways that God is still 
speaking in new ways in our communities.  It isn’t just about how we continue to follow in the 
midst of times of suffering but also how we are the hands and feet of Jesus in the world as others   
are suffering.   

That’s what I love about this image – one cross is clean, beautiful, and rising above it all.  But my 
heart is drawn to the cross that is rough and imperfect.  It is about everything that is hanging off that 
cross that is connected to the neighborhood around.  We aren’t called to be rising above everything 
and everyone else but instead, in the midst of everything and with everyone. We aren’t called to be 
the prettiest or smoothest or the most perfect but instead being we are who we are – rough edges 
and all. We are called to be rooted and connected to our source of life and hope and love and truth 
and grace and joy. And if I looked up that street some more, I bet I’d see that pole connected to 
others and that through those lines, each home, each person, each family was connected one to 
another and to that source. 

I believe that is who I am called to be. And I believe those of us walking the way of Jesus are called 
to be. 

Grace & Peace, 
Pastor Ed



Notes for Christ Church Council/Board of Directors Meeting July 27th, 2020 

Present:  Ken Weidinger, Rev. Ed Goode, Alex Petracco, Sallie Schmidt, Jim Korpik, Bert Bathiany, Tim 
Borah, Deborah Walters Paillette, Linda Gracey and Lois Basham. 

Absent:  Joe Stevenson and Cindy Bathiany. 

Gathering/Centering:  Rev. Ed Goode began the meeting by leading a moment of silence. Those 
gathered online were invited to prayerfully reflect on our neighborhoods our loved ones and members 
of the wider community. 

Approval of minutes from prior meeting:  Bert Bathiany made notion to adopt minutes of June meeting 
and Sallie Schmidt seconded his motion.  Council/Board of Directors adopted the motion. 

Financial Report:  Treasurer Bert Bathiany reported that pledged congregational giving is very close to 
meeting expenses at this time.  We have more funds on hand at this time due to the PPP loan secured 
earlier this year.  Bert continues to expect the loan to be forgiven due to the given criteria having been 
met and thanks everyone for stepping forward at this time to give.  A written Finance document was 
submitted.  Linda Gracey made a motion to adopt the report and Sallie Schmidt seconded the motion.  
Council/Board of Directors adopted the motion. 

Follow up on previous discussions:  Moderator Ken Weidinger led discussion on the following points of 
business. 

1.  Affirm Christ Church secretary’s new work schedule and hours.  Tim Borah made motion to 
make this a permanent change in employment.  Lois Basham seconded the motion and it was 
adopted by Council/Board of Directors. 

2. Installation of “panic bar” on outside door adjacent to the prayer garden.  A motion was made 
by Bert Bathiany and seconded by Linda Gracey to spend up to $900.00 to install appropriate 
equipment.  Council/Board of Directors   adopted the motion. 

3. Future meeting commencement time.  After discussion it is the consensus of those gathered that 
no change be made in meeting times.    

Reports from Council members:  written reports were submitted by Pastor Ed and also Kelly Kuhnhein 
on behalf of Christian Education. 

Budget/Stewardship:  Pastor Ed gave an open invitation to council members about how to approach 
next year’s stewardship campaign.   

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Ed touched on the need to continue to make phone calls to members at their 
homes.  Ed also called for the future installation of a personnel committee to address an employee 
handbook and formulate an administrative assistant job description for future hiring.  Ed recommended 
that online worship continue through the month of August.  Discussion was then had amongst members 
about when to resume in person worship. 
 Next, Ed detailed to council an ongoing water leakage problem in Hoffman Hall and other 
locations that has been exasperated by recent storms.  Alex Petracco volunteered to be the council 
member point person to bring repair estimates for future consideration. 

Adjournment:  Rev. Ed Goode led in the recitation of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next meeting is scheduled for August, 25, 2020.  Future dates: September 28, October 26, November 
23, December TBA, January 25 (2021), February 22 (2021), March 22 (2021), April 26 (2021), May 24 
(2021).



Guidelines for Returning to Worship 

On September 13, if all continues as we are seeing, we will resume in-person gatherings for worship at Christ 
Church. Details for what that will look like follow below. The chart that follows is what the Council is using for 
our guidelines in resuming in-person services and any future changes that may become necessary as we 
continue in this pandemic time.                                                                  

Worship Details 

▪ Online Worship – Even though we will be back in person for worship on Sundays, WE WILL 
STILL HAVE SERVICES ONLINE for those who are not comfortable or unable to be in worship in-
person.  The services will continue to be similar to what we have been sharing the last several 
months.   

▪ Pre-registration – Every week, we are asking you to pre-register that you are planning on 
coming.  This can be done via a link online that will be sent out weekly or you can call the 
church office before 3:00pm that Thursday.  So, for the 13th, the registration will open on 
September 7 and will close on September 10 at 3:00pm.   

▪ Masks will be REQUIRED – Scientific guidance is consistent that masks are one of the best ways 
for us to protect others from the spread of Covid-19.  As a result, masks will be required for all 
participants older than 2 years.  If you do not have a mask or forget to bring one, we will have 
ones at the doors.   

▪ Temperature Checks – We ask that you do take your temperature before you come to worship.  
We will also have thermometers available to check temperatures at the door if people have not 
checked prior to coming.   

▪ Distancing – We will be practicing distancing in the sanctuary and we will be asking ushers to 
help direct people to the pews so that we can get as many people in as is possible while 
maintaining distancing.  This might mean that you are not going to be able to sit where you 
normally are used to sitting.  It also means that we will not be doing the passing of the peace in 
the service.   

▪ Bulletins, hymnals, etc – For the time being, we will not be using any printed materials in 
worship – bulletins, hymnals, Bibles, etc.  The bulletin will be posted to the church website by 
Thursday afternoon and you can download it and print it on your own or bring it on a tablet, etc.  
We will also be utilizing the screen quite heavily as well.   

▪ Congregational Singing – For the time being we are going to be discouraging congregational 
singing (again per scientific recommendations about the ways that Covid-19 is spread).  

▪ Communion, Food, etc – Our phase 3 guidelines have us not sharing communal foods during this 
time.  So, there will not be an official fellowship time with coffee, etc prior to or after worship 
and communion is not going to be shared at this time.   

▪ Offering – Offerings will be collected but they will be in a plate or a box that is not passed 
around in the sanctuary but instead just at the doors.   

▪ Children's Sunday School – Children’s’ Sunday School will not yet resume but children’s ministry 
will continue to distribute materials and resources to families in the church.   



▪ 9a Bible Study – We will discuss plans at an upcoming meeting about how we will gather.   
▪ Vulnerable – We still discourage those who are considered to be in vulnerable populations to 

stay home if possible per guidance of the scientific community. 

We Need Your Help to Make This Happen!  
Now onto some vital needs for your help.  We are in need of people to help usher (several of our 
long-time ushers have shared that they are not comfortable with coming to worship for the 
foreseeable future), to help with running multimedia, and for cleaning after worship.  Each of these 
roles is vital for us to be able to have the services safely and effectively. Please reach out to Pastor Ed 
and he’ll connect you with the coordinator of those areas.  And be ready to say yes if someone calls 
you for help! 

Frequently Asked Questions  
After reading all of this, you may have some questions…here are some that I bet are probably 
running around your heart and mind… 

1. Why do we have to register for worship?  There are several reasons for this.  First, it helps us to 
be able to keep track week to week who is in a worship service.  This is for contact tracing.  If 
we find out that someone who came tested positive for Covid-19 we can then communicate 
with others who were present that morning.  Second, it also helps us to be sure we stay within 
the limits of what we can do for our sanctuary space while maintaining social distancing.  We 
have two members who will take the list of participants and will put together a rough “seating 
chart” for that Sunday.   

2. What about guests and visitors who don’t know that they need to register?  We will leave a 
few spaces open each week for visitors and those who were not pre-registered.  But they will 
be asked to provide contact info so we can have them pre-register in future weeks.   

3. This all feels really rigid – is it all necessary?  Yes it is.  Our first priority in our gathering is for 
the safety of all involved.  While some may disagree with these requirements, the council feels 
these are necessary to do all that we can to keep everyone as safe as possible.  We do hope to 
move to stage 4 in our plans sometime in the future and we will be able to relax these 
restrictions.   

4. Why no singing? I really want to sing with others!  As you may have read, singing is one of the 
most dangerous actions we can do with Covid-19.  There are plenty of examples we can share 
about this so please let us know if you would like that information.  You can hum along, speak 
the words, etc but the act of singing releases far more virus particles than speaking or 
breathing.   

5. Why do we have to clean on Sunday?  Don’t we have a custodian?  Yes we do have a 
wonderful custodian, Jeff.  However, our act of cleaning on Sunday helps to protect him as 

well and recognizes that we are partners in this together. 9a Bible Study – We will discuss 
plans at an upcoming meeting about how we will gather.   



MEMORIALS FOR DOROTHY RACKE 
Ken & Jo Alexander 

Kathy Hosea 
Emma Hamann 

Jim & Linda Gracey 
Shelby Smith 
Gloria Fennell 

John & Cathy Burt 
Judy Land 

Wilbur & Jenny Herrmann 
Bob & Susan Compton 

Jean Mettens 
Don & Sherri Spaulding 

Judith Moore 
Ruth Rowe 

Doug & Patti Miller 
Sallie Schmidt 

Anna Teichmoeller 
Linda Heil 

William & Cheryl Rich 
Bill & Bonnie Hitch

 MASKS 

If you would like some extra 
masks, please contact Linda 

at (859) 380-1588 and she will 
be glad to deliver to you.   

A special thank you to Judy Land 
for being our guru mask seamstress!

Do You Need Help connecting with Technology? 

Julie Mai would be happy to visit anyone (or talk via phone) to help them get set up - 
anything from hooking up a VCR to connecting via a computer or mobile device.  

You can reach her at 859-760-4104 or jdascmai@zoomtown.com 

DIAPERS!  DIAPERS!  DIAPERS! 

Our own Natalie (Turner) Fugate is 
expecting in October.  Let's fill the 
diaper bin up with diapers for her. 
You can drop them off at church or 

I will be happy to pick them up! 
Linda Gracey  llg1216@aaol.com 

(859) 380-1588
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Christian Education Update by Kelly Kuhnhein 

Thank you for the outpouring of support for our children’s ministry this summer! I deeply 
appreciate the notes of encouragement and kindness extended by so many of you. I felt your 
prayers as we journeyed through Compassion Camp. I want to assure the congregation that I 
am committed to our little ones and their families with respect to keeping us all connected 
during this time. While we are not able to meet in person yet, I am hopeful we can make 
plans for that in the future. It will require a great deal of planning to ensure everyone’s safety 
as we have all different ages of children we serve. In the meantime, I will continue to look 
for ways to grow together virtually and appreciate your continued support. Please join me in 
prayer for the children of Christ Church as many of them head back to school in various 
ways in the coming weeks.



Mission Team Update 

August - Back to School 
The mission team would like to recognize the tremendous efforts by our new member, Susan Gabbard, to 
sew and fill 125+ bags for Church World Service’s Back to School Kit program.  The school kits give 
children in impoverished schools, refugee camps, or other difficult settings some of the basic tools for 
learning. The mission team also donated funds to Washington UCC to support the purchase of clothing 
and uniforms for children returning to school.  We join in praying for all children returning to school in 
this new and different time.  

September - Recovery Month 
Recovery month celebrates the gains made by those living in recovery as well as those agencies working 
to help individuals through their process of recovery.  Please visit the website www.recoverymonth.gov 
for more information and educational opportunities connected to this issue.  The mission team selected 
two local agencies and will collect items to support individuals during their process of recovery. We 
chose Brighton Recovery Center for Women in Florence, KY and The Grateful Life Center which offers 
treatment to men in Independence, KY.  We would like to thank our member, Snezana Tenhunfeld, for 
sharing her expertise in this area and helping to guide our efforts. Items can be left in the bin under the 
stairs outside the church office, in the bin inside the church doors, or by ordering directly online through 
Amazon at:   bit.ly/recovery 
Items collected: 
Underwear 7 socks in varying sizes for men/women; notecards/stationary 
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Delayed Mail 
We’ve recently received some complaints with people not receiving their Sunday Bulletins in time for 
services. We’ve always mailed on Thursday and now have backed that up to Wednesday and it’s still 
taking up to 4-5 to received local mail. Perhaps this article below can shed some light into this 
widespread problem.  

Where's my mail? Complaints soar about postal delays! 
Congress demands investigation into late packages:  
 by:John Matarese 

Posted at 8:19 AM, Aug 11, 2020 and last updated 10:31 AM, Aug 11, 2020 
The latest pandemic-related crisis: mail delays. 
People everywhere are complaining of late letters and missing packages. Gary Favors has been checking 
the Post Office every day near his home in St. Bernard, Ohio. 
He's waiting on a package that's been delayed more than a week. And it is not his first package to be held 
up in recent weeks. 
"It's been a spiral effect of missing packages and medication," he said. "I don't know what to do." 
Favors depends on the mailman to deliver his prescriptions from the VA, but his medicine is now often 
late. When he tracked one of his packages, he found it was stuck in a local Cincinnati sorting facility. 
"They looked it up and said it's here somewhere, but they don't know what to do," Favors said. 
Another St. Bernard Post Office customer, Andrea Carter, is also noticing slower deliveries in recent 
weeks. 
"Usually if someone in the same city mailed you something, you would get it the next day or the day 
after," Carter said. "Now it can take a whole week, so it's like mailing it to someplace in a different state." 
Not just a local problem 
Favors started talking to friends and neighbors, and he soon realized a lot of them have been having mail 
delivery issues, too.Then he discovered it's become a nationwide problem. 
Congress is calling for an investigation into issues that followed the appointment of a new postmaster 
general, Louis DeJoy, this year. 
The Washington Post says to cope with a $2 billion deficit this year, the Postal Service: 
• Instituted a hiring freeze 
• Cut overtime 

• Ordered sorting machines to close down at the end of the work day, even if they were still filled 
with unsorted mail. 

In addition, some reports said many carriers are out on COVID-19 quarantine, short-staffing Post Offices 
even more. 
What it appears to mean is longer delivery times and growing frustration for people like Favors and Carter. 
"It seems to be a big mess," Favors said. 
WCPO has shared Favors' case with the Post Office. They have not responded yet. 
As long as the service is short-staffed, though, don't be surprised if some of your mail is late, too. 
As always, don't waste your money.
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Prayers for Members and Families: 
Christi Self, Sylvia Ramey, Al Rice, Debby Hecky, Abby Vogel, Jane & Marvin Cox, Bob & Nancy Witte, 
Bill & Jenny Herrmann, Rev. Donna Kay Lewis, Carol, Jimmy Wainscott, Gina, Sally, Christina, Sandy, 
Samantha, John, Marvin & Marie Oder, Gordon Braun, Kerri Preston,Harold Gadd, Joe Wuest, Bonnie 
Hitch, Paul, Bob Stull, Dana Lee, The Family of Sara Celenza, Jeff Fox, Lisa Bernhiesel, Griffen, Jim 
Gracey, Lynn Deaton, Whitney Sudkamp, Mary Hertzman, Faye Gateley, Larry Chapman, Estelle Goode, 
Mike Randall, Mary Katherine Otto, Jenny Ratterman, Dave Collins, Scarlett, Nan Collier, Jim Headlee, 
Gloria Siks 

Loved Ones in Retirement Centers & Nursing Homes:  

         Grand Towers:   Amy Dunn    The Barrington:  Jack & Ev Weber &  Dot Lyman 

Loved Ones at Home:                                                                                                                          

         Betty Deller, Maxine Noble, Al Rice, Faye Gately, Jim Korpik, Bill Herrmann, Mary Hertzman 

Reminder  

Please consider the Christ Church 
Legacy Fund in your wills and trusts.   

Feel free to reach out to the members of 
the Legacy Committee if you have any 
questions. 

Patti Miller, Steve Weber, Bruce 
Bernhard, Marcia Hosea and Ken 
Weidinger



Illumination Youth Ministries Updates  

Scripture  
Our fall scripture comes from Isaiah 41:10-- “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I 
am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  

I don’t know about you, but I have felt a heavy increase in fear and anxiety since March. I finished out 
the school year working from home, helping one son get through his kindergarten curriculum, and 
helping the other son hang in there (we were not brave enough to attempt a preschool curriculum. ha!). 
It has been a strange summer, without our usual zoo visits and other activities. I have not hugged my 
mom since March. However, there has also been joy. My partner moved in at the start of quarantine and 
we were engaged in May. My boys adjusted beautifully to a new, more isolated routine, and we found 
joy in taking a hike each week. As we start a new school year, I have felt a rise in anxiety again. If you 
are feeling that, too, let’s help support each other. We will get through this. Read that again.  

Summer Recap 
We started our quarantine without scheduling meetings. Instead, I wrote letters to the youth and dropped 
off plants on another day.  

In April, we met virtually to share a meal together.  

In May, we met virtually and tried a scavenger hunt (the kids scurried off to see who could retrieve an 
item the fastest). At that visit, we also looked at extreme close-ups of items in my refrigerator and 
guessed what they were.  

June was a good meeting! We met virtually to bake cookies together. I dropped off pre-made dough and 
we got to chat as we formed, baked, and enjoyed our cookies. It even set one family on an adventure to 
bake brownies!  

Our most recent virtual meeting, in August, was spent building towers of marshmallows and raw 
spaghetti. We talked about how it was an absurd activity for an absurd world. We discussed how to 
ground ourselves by connecting with our senses--what can we see? touch? smell? hear? taste? Kids (and 
families!) also enjoyed creating s’mores treats.  

Upcoming Schedule 

Wednesday, September 2--6:00 -7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting-- MEETING LINK ): 
Let’s paint with Jesus! We will be painting small canvases. Wear clothes that are OK to get dirty and 
RSVP so that I can drop off supplies.  

Wednesday, September 16-- 6:00 - 7:00 PM at United Church of Christ, Fort Thomas (15 S Fort Thomas 
Ave, Fort Thomas): 
We are going to fill the parking lot with prayers. Please wear a mask. We will spread out and use 
sidewalk chalk to write prayers and/or names we want to lift up. Prayer looks different for all of us and 
prayer pictures are welcome, too!  



Continued: 

Wednesday, October 7-- 6:00 - 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting-- MEETING LINK ):   

Tonight is dedicated to mindfulness. We will talk through mindfulness strategies and even go 
through a yoga flow. Please wear comfy clothes.  

Wednesday, October 21-- 6:30 - 8:00 PM at United Church of Christ, Fort Thomas (15 S Fort 
Thomas Ave, Fort Thomas):  
This will be another socially-distanced affair--please wear a mask! We will have a fire and decorate 
pumpkins. Maybe think of a spooky story to share?  

Wednesday, November 4-- 6:00 - 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting-- MEETING LINK ): 
Winter is a hard season for a lot of folks, but especially those who are homeless. Let’s meet virtually 
and prep some go-packs. Please RSVP so that I can drop off materials.  

Wednesday, November 18-- 6:00 - 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting-- MEETING LINK ): 
Thanksgiving is approaching! For many families, this gathering will look different than in years past. 
Let’s ease the transition by baking cookies to share with our families. Please RSVP so that I can drop 
off materials.  

Wednesday, December 2-- 6:00 - 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting-- MEETING LINK ): 
Stay tuned for details, but I’m hoping to have a board game night. I’m researching the House Party 
app to see how we can make this work.  

Wednesday, December 16-- 6:00 - 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting-- MEETING LINK ): 
More cookies as we prep for Christmas! This time, you’ll be provided cookies and we will decorate 
them. Please RSVP so that I can drop off materials (and confirm food allergies/sensitivities).  

ADULTS:  

We are in need of adults who want to hang out with us. We’re a pretty fun (and energetic) bunch. We 
need interested adults to go through a background check. After that, you’ll work with Melanie to 
schedule as many or as few dates as your availability allows.  

Illumination Youth Ministry is a shared youth ministry of St. John UCC-Bellevue, St. John’s UCC-
Newport and Christ Church UCC-Fort Thomas. Middle School and High School Youth (Grades 6-12) 
are invited and encouraged to attend. Our regularly scheduled meetings are on the first and third 
Wednesday of each month. Friends are always welcome—we just ask that everyone sign in for 
meetings with appropriate emergency contact information.  

For more information, please contact the Illumination Coordinator:  

Melanie Sorrell Call or text: (859)468-8076 Email: melaniemcb@gmail.com  






