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Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost
October 25th, 2020

“No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”



Welcome
Prelude “Arioso” from Cantata 156 J.S. Bach

Call to Worship Cindy Bathiany, Liturgist
One: Come! Come and worship, you who woke early and you who slept late;
Many: We come to worship!
One: You who come often, and you who don't.
Many: We come to worship!
One: Whether we are first or last or somewhere in between,
Many: there is room for all of us in God’s kingdom, and more than enough grace to go
around.
One: Let’s worship God together!

“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” Martin Luther
Talia Zoll, vocal; Toni Sheffer, organ

Scripture Reading Matthew 19:30 - 20:1-16 Cindy Bathiany, Liturgist
This is the Great Reversal: many of the first ending up last, and the last first.”

“God’s kingdom is like an estate manager who went out early in the morning to hire workers for
his vineyard. They agreed on a wage of a dollar a day, and went to work.

“Later, about nine o’clock, the manager saw some other men hanging around the town square
unemployed. He told them to go to work in his vineyard and he would pay them a fair wage.
They went.

“He did the same thing at noon, and again at three o’clock. At five o’clock he went back and
found still others standing around. He said, ‘Why are you standing around all day doing nothing?’
“They said, ‘Because no one hired us.’

“He told them to go to work in his vineyard.

“When the day’s work was over, the owner of the vineyard instructed his foreman, ‘Call the
workers in and pay them their wages. Start with the last hired and go on to the first.”

“Those hired at five o’clock came up and were each given a dollar. When those who were hired
first saw that, they assumed they would get far more. But they got the same, each of them one
dollar. Taking the dollar, they groused angrily to the manager, ‘These last workers put in only one
easy hour, and you just made them equal to us, who slaved all day under a scorching sun.’

“He replied to the one speaking for the rest, ‘Friend, | haven’t been unfair. We agreed on the
wage of a dollar, didn't we? So take it and go. | decided to give to the one who came last the
same as you. Can't | do what | want with my own money? Are you going to get stingy because |
am generous?’

“Here it is again, the Great Reversal: many of the first ending up last, and the last first.”



Time with the Children
Sermon “The First Big Viral Post” Rev. Dr. Edward Goode
Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

“In Christ Alone” Stewart Townend
Talia Zoll, vocal; Max Gise, guitar; Toni Sheffer, piano

Benediction

Postlude “Allegro” from Lute Concerto in D Major Antonio Vivaldi
Max Gise, Guitar

You may place your offerings in the plates
at either the back or the front of the sanctuary
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