
We embrace all as we journey 
the way of Jesus 



February 26, 2023

Welcome	

Prelude	 "Christ is the Rock"	  Larson/Bradbury   
	 Men of the Chancel Choir	

Call to Worship		  Donna Hoffman
One:	 Jesus began his ministry to the world, led by the Spirit into the wilderness. 
All:	 As we begin our Lenten journey, let us be led by the Spirit, 
	 even into the uncomfortable places.
One:	 In those forty days, and in that place, Jesus was faced with hunger, 
	 doubt and temptation. 
All:	 As we seek to follow Jesus, we would be led, 
	 even into the uncomfortable choices.
One:	 Jesus left the wilderness, faithful and obedient to God, 
	 rejoicing in the One in whom he trusted. 
All:	 As we continue on our path to faithfulness, we will be led by our Christ, 
	 rejoicing in the Lord our God.

Black Hymnal #55	 “Rejoice, You Pure in Heart”	 Plumptre/Messiter
Verses 1, 2 & 5

Praying Together
One:	 Facing temptation, Jesus refused to turn stones into bread.
All:	 Facing temptation, we too often turn bread into stones.
One:	 Facing temptation, Jesus refused to use power for its own sake.
All:	 Facing temptation, we too often take power that belongs to someone else.
One:	 Facing temptation, Jesus refused to test the promises of God.
All:	 Facing temptation, we too often want God to do  what we should do ourselves.

Assurance of God's Presence

Offertory	 "Love Lifted Me"	 Greg Gilpin
	 Chancel Choir; Calle Burdette, solo	

Prayer of Dedication

Scripture Reading	 Matthew 4:1-11

Sermon	 Blessed are the Imperfect	 Rev. Diane Vego

Black Hymnal #188	 "Give Me a Clean Heart"	 Margaret Douroux
All Verses
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Our Lenten Creed	
We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God,
who knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs.
We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God,
and that his grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted.
We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God
who yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child.
We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures,
and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts.
We believe that our journey has a purpose and a destination,
and that our path leads to a human glory we cannot yet imagine.
We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road,
and that we are called to love one another as God loves us.
This is our faith and we are humbled to profess in Jesus the Christ. Amen.

Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer

Hymn	 "Just As I Am/I Come Broken"	 Elliott/Bradbury/Cottrell
Just as I am, without one plea	 Just as I am, I would be lost
but that Thy blood was shed for me.	 But mercy and grace my freedom bought
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee	 And now to glory in Your cross
O Lamb of God, I come!  I come!	 O Lamb of God I come!  I come!
	 Just as I am, I would be lost
Just as I am and waiting not	 But mercy and grace my freedom bought
To rid my soul of one dark blot.	 And now to glory in Your cross
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot	 O Lamb of God I come!  I come!  Refrain.
O Lamb of God I come!  I come!

Refrain:  I come broken to be mended
I come wounded to be healed
I come desperate to be rescued
I come empty to be filled
I come guilty to be pardoned
By the blood of Christ the Lamb
And I‘m welcomed with open arms
Praise God, just as I am.

Benediction	

Postlude	 “Prelude #4”	 H. Villa Lobos
	 Max Gise, guitar	



Announcements

phone: (859) 441-2565  •  email: office@christchurchft.org  •  website: www.christchurchft.org

• Welcome to Christ Church
	 If you’d like information about our church,  

you can find our online service, newsletter, and 
much more on the church’s website: 

	 christchurchft.org.	
	 Visitors are encouraged to fill out  

our “Friendship Form” by scanning  
this QR code or going to:  
https://bit.ly/ccucc-welcome

• Save the Date—Annual Meeting
	 Changed to Sunday, March 12 after church
	 We will vote on the following actions: 
	 • Approval of 2023 Budget
	 • Approval of revisions to 2018 bylaws
	 • Approval of a UCC Creation Justice covenant
	 • Election of new members of the Christ Church 
	    Council and Legacy Committee    

• Hearing Assist Devices Available
	 Please tell an usher as you come in the sanctuary 

if you need a hearing assist device.

• Brighton Center
	 Please collect the following items :  
	 Dried Pasta and Pasta Sauce. 

• Join the Choir!
	 Please contact Toni: toni@christchurchft.org 

• Birthdays (No Anniversaries)
	 Daniel Tenhunfeld 	 2/26/2013
	 Ruth Rowe 	 2/27
	 Austin Huelsman 	 2/28/2006
	 Barbara Walkenhorst-Derby	 2/29
	 Ellen Turner 	 2/29
	 Jane Petracco 	 2/29
	 Billie Crowder 	 3/01
	 Suzanne Jones	 3/01
	 Cindy Bathiany 	 3/02
	 Benjamin Hack 	 3/04/2006
	 Steve McAllister 	 3/04
	 Nancy Parrott 	 3/04

• Discipleship Opportunities
	 Each week, we have several opportunities to grow 

in our faith. All are welcome!
	 Sundays, 9 a.m., History Room:   

Learn more about the sacraments of the church 
with a video series by Rachel Held Evans

	 Tuesdays, 12 p.m., Conference Room: 
	 Prayerful poetry with Rev. David Long-Higgins,  

our Heartland Conference minister	
	 Wednesdays, 3:30 p.m., Zoom : Viewing and  

discussing the video series, Bible Project.  
Zoom link: https://bit.ly/ccwednesday

• Lunch and Learn – This Tuesday!
	 Join us this Tuesday, Feb. 28 at 11:30 a.m.  

Chris Rust, chainsaw artist, began his carving career 
while doing a community service project in Highland 
Hills Park. He was able to take several dead and dying 
trees and transform them into works of art. If you 
would like to see photos of some of those carvings 
and learn more about Chris and his work, join us!  
Lunch: 11:30 a.m., Presentation: noon.  
For lunch reservations, contact Nancy Hunter. 

• Prayer Changes Us
	 Covenant Cluster Prayer Partner: 
	 Washington UCC, Cincinnati, OH 
	 Prayer Requests: 
	 Faye Gately, Jim Gracey, Joy, Genene Lyons,  

Margi McKenna, Pierce, Ev & Jack Weber,  
Don Spaulding, Tom Cox, Marie Shields, Barry 
Bordenkircher, Allan Smille, Jean Lacalley,  
Amber Schmidt, Bobby Grim, Roman, Lyuda & 
Natalya Shostak, Tim, John Jr., Sheila Mains, 
Sue, Judy & Greg Gadd, Kristen Bender, Bonnie 
Hitch, Mike & Laura Randall, Marcia Hosea, Emma 
Hamann, Lori Collins, Mary Ellen Harvey, Sallie 
Schmidt and family, Barb Walkenhorst-Derby, 
Landon Schmidt, Jesse Clayton, Liz Hotz, Bill P., 
Don Seifert, Raenon Justice

(Names underlined indicate request for anonymity)

Please contact the office to make changes: 
(859) 441-2565 or office@christchurchft.org

https://christchurchft.org

