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As a big movie fan, June always 
felt like the best movie month. It 
was the first full month of school 
being out and it seemed that the 
best new summer blockbusters 
came out in that first part of the 
summer. It was rare that there 
was a GREAT August movie. But 
June…that was the best time. So, 
our June (and into first week in 
July) will be our movie month this 
summer at Christ Church. 

We are going to do something a 
bit different with what we’ll be 
focusing on in worship and also, 
sometimes, of connecting with 
one another. Starting June 12,  
we will spend four weeks with 
four different films and see what 

they speak to us of the Gospel and 
how we can connect faith and life 
together. What I hope will happen 
with this is that we can see the 
ways that we can learn more of 
our faith through film and how 
we can work on how we bring our 
faith to bear on the ways that we 
take in movies and entertainment. 
It goes both ways. I also hope that 
this is something that can help 
us use movies like the ones we’ll 
watch and others that we see to 
share our faith with others. Do 
note that this is not just about  
“I liked this” or “I didn’t like it” but 
more about “What can I learn from 
this?” So, we’ll be getting into all of 
that in June! 
Continued on next page
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Continued from front page
So, here’s how it will work. Each 
week, we will have a different 
“focus” film for Sunday morning.  
I encourage you to watch that 
film at some point in the week 
before Sunday morning. If you 
want to watch it on your own, 
that’s fine. If you want to invite 
others to join you, that would 
be great. They are all available 
to stream, to check out from the 
library, or I have a copy of each 
that you could borrow. 

You don’t have to watch the film 
before Sunday, but it will help as 
we go through it in the service. 
I also would love to have some 
times to discuss these in greater 
depth so look for me to offer 
times to do exactly that. The films 
we selected are a combination 
of films — a true classic film, an 
all-ages film, a social commentary 
film, and a sci-fi film. 

Here they are:
June 6-12: The Grapes of Wrath 
 (1940)
June 13-19: Up (2009, Pixar)
June 20-26: Just Mercy (2019)
June 27-July 3: Arrival (2016)

For the week after we have 
watched “Up,” Kelly and I have 
scheduled some events for all-
ages based on the film. So, we’ll 
start at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
June 22! It will be a wonderful 
intergenerational night! 

The tagline phrase for the UCC is, 
God is still speaking. We know God 
speaks through the Bible, but 
we’re also going to listen to the 
ways that God speaks through 
other mediums! Let’s go to the 
movies!

Grace, Peace, Love, and Joy,
Pastor Ed

From Pastor Ed
(Posted on Pastor Ed’s blog, May 19)
This past Monday, our conference 
minister, Rev. David Long-Higgins, 
shared a prayer he wrote titled, 
Ridiculous Abundance.

Loving God,
Let me trust
Your ridiculous abundance
Scattering itself abroad
In reckless abandon
Carried by a wind of spirit
Caring nothing for boundaries
Set by human standards
Of who deserves what
And when and why and how.

Yes, release me
From every clenched
Part of myself intended
To be shared in delight
For blossoming in places
Unlikely and surprising
Giving pause to the rush
So often ignoring You
And your delightful whimsy

Draw me anew into this
Your scattering grace
Disguised as annoyance
Yet giving rise to color
Catching the eye
In some strange revelry
Of praise and thanksgiving.

O Love, help me live
In anticipation of You
Rising up like this
In Your many disguises
Turning my frustration
Into frolicking joy
Often overlooked
Except by children
Who join in blowing
Your seed all around
With the breath of life
You give to each
And every one.

That same morning, I had read the 
following from Psalm 112:6-8

For the righteous will never be 
moved; they will be remembered 
forever. They are not afraid of 
evil tidings; their hearts are firm, 
secure in the LORD. Their hearts 
are steady, they will not be afraid;
in the end they will look in 
triumph on their foes. They have 
distributed freely, they have given 
to the poor; their righteousness 
endures forever;

That same day, I walked through 
this tunnel while out on a walk, 
and that moment in the tunnel 
spoke to me so much of the 
abundance that both the prayer 
and the Psalm share.  They both 
feel like a sense of choosing to 
see the abundance in life even 
when there is a reality of scarcity.  
Standing in that short tunnel, I 
could focus on the grey, cold, 
cracked walls of the tunnel or 
I could have my eyes ahead at 
the abundance of green and life 
ahead of me. 

Ridiculous Abundance



3

From Kelly Kuhnhein
The children did a wonderful job 
of helping to lead the service on 
Mother’s Day. They also joined 
the congregation this month in 
focusing on the 3 Great Loves: 
Love of creation, Love of neighbor, 
and Love of children. As we 
focused on love of creation, we 
took a walk outside to explore 
the Green Team’s recycling area 
and talked about ways they can 
help care for the world. When 
we discussed love of neighbor, 
the children learned about the 
community center in San Victor, 
Belize. After counting the money 
in our church piggy bank, they 
looked at the list of items needed 

to fill the center. The decision was 
to purchase toys, a ceiling fan, 
and a light but realized we did not 
have enough for all three. They 
discussed ways they could raise 
more money so they could get 
all the items. It was a wonderful 
conversation and resulted in a 
decision to hold a lemonade stand 
after church on May 22.  Several 
parents, grandparents, and aunts 
offered to bring cookies and 
lemonade and the children made 
signs. Our congregation helped 
foster the next generation of 
givers by showing tremendous 
love and generosity. The children 
raised $690! When combined with 
what they already had, the total 

comes to $783.25. Next, we will 
determine what to purchase with 
their large donation which serves 
as a reminder of how they can 
make a difference in our world. 
Thank you for helping provide this 
important lesson to our youngest 
members! And a huge thanks 
to those who waited in line for 
lemonade and cookies and gave 
their time and energy to provide 
them. This summer we will begin 
with a lesson on the Pixar film, Up.  
If you would like to get involved 
in our children’s ministry and/or 
volunteer in the coming months, 
please reach out to Kelly.

Christian Education Update
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May Attendance
 In Person Online
5/1/22 78 0
 Technical Issue

5/8/22 121 15
5/15/22 94 14
5/22/22 99 22
5/29/22 TBD TBD

Schedules for June
Liturgists
June 5 Donna Hoffman
June 12 Katie Leftin
June 19 Barry Petracco
June 26 Jane Petracco
Deacons
June 5 Jean Braun
June 12 Marie Cunningham
June 19 Melissa Cox
June 26 Barb Korpik
Ushers
June 5 Jean Braun
 Nancy Pinguely
 Greg Vogel
 Jay Wainscott
June 12 Marie Cunningham
 Scott Turner
 Jane Petracco
 Steve Weber
June 19 Melissa Cox
 Audrey Bernhard
 Carol Himes
 Andy Borah
June 26 Barb Korpik
 Debbie Paillette
 Thiery Paillette
 Patti Miller

From Kelly Kuhnhein
Thank you for continuing to 
give generously with items for 
local agencies and financially 
to support the mission work at 
Christ Church. The mission team 
will meet next on June 19 at 
11:30 a.m. following the church 
service. All are welcome to attend. 
Below are some updates  
on our current projects. 

Globally
• The team will again complete 

back to school kits for Church 
World Service later in the year. 
Susan Gabbard is heading this 
effort and looking for anyone 
willing to help sew bags for 
the kits. She has the fabric and 
simple pattern and would love 
some support in completing 
this. Please reach out to Susan 
if you can help. Note: her email 
was listed incorrectly in the last 
newsletter. She could really use 
some support, so please consider 
reaching out.

Locally
• Thank you for supporting our 

efforts to collect items for Hosea 
House and Brighton Center. 
This will be an ongoing effort to 
stay engaged in the needs of our 
local community. Both agencies 
said they could use personal care 
items so we will begin collecting 
a variation of those in June and 
deliver the items collected to 
date (totals will be provided in 
next month’s newsletter).

 - Hosea House: Bar soap
 - Brighton Center: Deodorant 
   (both men’s and women’s)

• Christ Church served dinner at 
The Ronald McDonald House 
(RMH) on May 18 for families 
staying there while their children 
receive treatment at Children’s 
Hospital. Our church supported 
the dinner with a donation of 
$520 and volunteers prepped 
and served the meal. It was a 
wonderful evening, and we look 
forward to serving again! Thank 
you to Barb Korpik for heading 
this mission and organizing our 
volunteers. Barb continues  
to collect pop tabs for RMH  
as well!

• Save The Date: The team 
will serve dinner at Hosea 
House for the first time in 
two years on July 17. Check 
your calendars and let Kelly or 
Melissa know if you can serve!

• This month, the team supported 
the summer program at 
Washington UCC through a 
donation of $1,500. We are 
considering additional ways to 
support their programs and will 
let you know how you can be 
involved in the coming weeks.

Mission Team Update

For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will 
be also.
— Matthew 6:21 NIV
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
Marilyn Chapman  6/01
Bert Bathiany V  6/02
Kelsey Thomas  6/02/2007
Al Rice  6/10
Barry Petracco  6/12
David Huelsman  6/13
Jeffrey Pinguely  6/21
Adam Tenhunfeld  6/24
Megan Abner  6/29
Betsy Beimesche  6/29
Lillian Chapman  6/29
Russell Laake  6/29/2012
Susan McDonald  6/29

Ken & Carolyn Honchell  6/4/1966  56 yrs.
Larry & Donna Stinson  6/5/1976  46 yrs.
Michele & Randall Wright  6/5/1993  29 yrs.
Gary & Rebecca Plummer  6/9/1973  49 yrs.
Joshua & Erin Vogel  6/9/2018  4 yrs.
Kevin & Sharon Siple  6/16/1989  33 yrs.
Snezana & Adam Tenhunfeld  6/17/2011 11 yrs.
Bernie & Nancy Barre  6/18/1977  45 yrs.
Jack & Sandra Hurtt  6/25/1988  34 yrs.
Gregory & Ramel Vogel  6/30/1984  38 yrs.

Prayer Requests
Covenant Cluster Prayer Partner: 
Washington UCC, Cincinnati, OH 

Prayer Requests: 
Faye Gately, Jim Gracey,  
The Himes family, Margi McKenna, 
Kerri Preston and family, Al Rice, 
Mary Strange, Linda and Tara,  
Amber Schmidt, Dan Atkinson,  
Chris Witt, Marsha, Jeff Waxman,  
Roman, Lyuda and Natalka Shostak,  
The family of Audrey and Bruce 
Bernhard, Samantha Mecamp, 
The family of Lois Basham,  
Kathy Leftin, Mike and Laura  
Randall, Thomas, Tice & Yon Cox,  
Jeff Searcy, Dave Schwab,  
Genene Lyons, Bill Hitch
(Names underlined indicate request 
of first name only.)

Change to the 
Church Directory
Please note: Susan Gabbard’s 

email is suzycherie@icloud.com 
and she no longer uses her  

landline phone number.

On June 28 at 11:30 a.m., after a 
two-year break, we are starting  
Lunch and Learn again! Our guest 
presenter will be 
author and story-
teller, Mr. David 
Wecker. He will be 
discussing his book, 
Spinning Beneath 
My Feet: An Irish-
man Treks to the 
North Pole. Lunch will be pizza, 
and reservations are required. 
Please contact Nancy Hunter: 
or Jenny Herrmann by 
Friday, June24 for lunch  
reservations.

Lunch and Learn 
is Back! 

High School
• Peter Borah: Holmes High 

School; Committed to  
University of Cincinnati

• Zachary Goode: Wyoming 
High School, committed to 
The College of Wooster

• Zoë Goode: Wyoming High 
School, committed to  
Agnes Scott College

• Andrew Hack: Highlands High 
School, committed to  
Hanover College

• Dylan Honchell: Highlands 
High School, committed to 
Gateway Transportation  
Technology

College
• Maleah Abner: University of 

KY, BA in Communications, 
starting graduate school at UK 

• Sara Mai: Liberty University 
with Masters in Christian  
Ministry. Beginning Masters  
of Divinity degree

Congratulations 
to Our Graduates! 
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   We want to thank you for  
providing a luncheon for family  
and friends after the funeral 
service for Amy Dunn. The women 
that served us were so kind. They 
gave up a lot of their Saturday to 
make our time together stress free.  
   Thank you to Pastor Ed for his  
ministry to mother. She always 
looked forward to his visits. We  
really appreciated the video he 
sent for the visitation service. 
   Thank you all for being so 
thoughtful and showing such 
kindness.
Jimmy & Debbie Berger
Dennis & Carole Dunn

Dear Church Family,
   I would like to thank everyone 
for all your cards, phone calls, 
food and especially prayers during 
my recent health problems. 
   While we still don’t have all the 
answers, I appreciate everyone’s 
concern. It’s a great comfort to 
know you all care. 
   Thanks again and please keep 
those prayers coming!
Sallie Schmidt

Appreciation for  
Our Church Family

Members of the Green Team:
Melissa Cox, Cathy Engel,  
Ed Goode, Mary Hertzman,  
Donna Hoffman, Jim Korpik
Jeff McDonald, Thierry Paillette
Christy Stevenson, Joe Stevenson
Marcia Storm, Michele Wright

We’re beginning the installation 
of our Lois Basham Butterfly Gar-
den! Most of the installation will 
be on Saturday, May 28 at 10 a.m.  
If you have an hour or two to 
help, we would be so grateful!  
The garden will have flowers that 
attract a wide variety of pollinators 
and a few host plants for caterpil-
lars. We’re exploring ways we can 
use this garden to educate people 
and connect them to nature. The 
church has large garden tools like 
a shovel and rake but if you have 
any hand tools you’re no longer 
using, the Green Team would be 
very grateful. Garden gloves are 
appreciated as well.  

Our recycling station is getting a 
lot of use but it can definitely get 
more. Recycling conserves energy, 
reduces air and water pollution, 
reduces greenhouse gases, and 
conserves natural resources. 
Please encourage your neighbors, 
friends, and family to take advan-
tage of this.

As a reminder, we’re currently 
accepting: 
• Clean Used Footwear
• Empty Prescription Bottles  

(Please remove labels completely)
• Contact lenses and packaging
• Oral Care: Empty toothpaste  

tubes, toothbrushes, plastic 
outer packaging, and empty 
floss containers

• Clean Disposable Razors and 
Blades (No Electric)

• Clean Styrofoam: Foam  
packaging and packing peanuts

• Bread clips
• Plastic Gift and Credit Cards 

Feel free to join us on the first 
Wed. of every month at noon.
For information, contact Michele

Memorials
Memorial for Amy Dunn      
Dennis and Carole Dunn

Diaper Drive!
Exciting news as Bridgette and 
Andy Luken are expecting a  
baby boy on July 4 — a little  
“FIRECRACKER,”giving Thomas  
a brother! Please put diapers on 
your shopping list and let’s fill 
the bin in the Narthex! Thank 
you for helping with this very 
special, wonderful Mission

Member in Art Show
Donna Hoffman has artwork 
included in an exhibit at DBL 
Law Offices in Covington, Ky. 
For more information, go to: 
https://www.bakerhunt.org/
product/community-art-show-
baker-hunt-and-dbl-law/
(If you have a celebration you’d 
like to share, contact the office)

Congregational Celebrations

Green Team Update

And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do 
it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him.”
— Colossians 3:17 NIV

https://www.bakerhunt.org/product/community-art-show-baker-hunt-and-dbl-law/
https://www.bakerhunt.org/product/community-art-show-baker-hunt-and-dbl-law/
https://www.bakerhunt.org/product/community-art-show-baker-hunt-and-dbl-law/
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In Attendance: Pastor Ed Goode, 
Ken Weidinger, Jim Korpik, Sneza-
na Tenhundfeld, Debbie Paillette, 
Bert Bathiany, Cindy Bathiany, 
Jenny Herrmann, Alex Petracco, 
Donna Hoffman, Sallie Schmidt, 
Rebecca Borah, Nancy Hunter, 
Betsy Beimesche

• Gathering/Centering: Pastor Ed 
led us in prayer and acknowl-
edged the Council Members 
who fulfilled their terms. Ken, 
Jim, Cindy and Alex received an 
appreciation gift of Ed’s photog-
raphy work for their time served 
on the Council

• Approval of Minutes: Minutes  
reviewed. Ken Weidinger asked 

to correct Michelle’s name to 
correct spelling of Michele. 
Change noted. 

 Minutes approved. 
• Financial Report: Overall, we 

are doing good financially. We 
are on track for expenses and 
income. 

• Parking Lot Update: The Church 
has hired their own appraiser 
to conduct the appraisal of the 
parking lot. The city of Fort 
Thomas will inspect the portion 
of the parking lot in question to 
determine if the lot can be built 
on. Further negotiations with 
the owners will be based on that 
decision. 

• Meeting Concluded with Prayer

Church Council Meeting Notes
4/25/2022

Our Finances
Greetings from the Finance 
Board. We are through the first 
quarter of 2022. 

Despite increased utility costs, we 
are under budget on the expense 
side. Yeah. We have a great staff 
that is conscientious. On the 
income side though, we are behind 
in pledged giving by about $8,000. 

I realize inflation has affected 
everyone and money is tight 
everywhere. I pray that everyone 
can re-evaluate their commitment 
to Christ Church. We have 
such a wonderful and giving 
congregation that always rises to 
the call. I am confident that will 
continue. We are paying our bills 
and are not in a financial crisis, 
but I believe honest updates 
are essential so everyone is on 
the same page. If you have any 
questions, please call me.
Blessings,
Bert Bathiany, Treasurer

Pentecost and 
Celebrations

On Sunday, June 5, we’re going 
to celebrate the moving power 
of the Spirit in our midst! In ad-
dition to Pentecost, we’ll cele-
brate new graduates, and new 
members of the church. 

Don’t miss the potluck meal 
after the service! We supply the 
main entrée and drinks and you 
provide the sides. Last names 
beginning in A-G: salads; H-N: 
vegetables; O-Z: desserts.  
Since we don’t have access to 
the stoves or ovens at this time, 
please bring all hot food to the 
church already warmed or in 
crock pots. For additional infor-
mation please contact: Jenny 
Herrmann or Nancy Hunter

• Favorite Dessert: Blueberry pie
• One thing I own that I should  
 really throw out: My t-shirt  
 drawer
• Favorite animal: Beaver
• Have you asked for an  
 autograph? Who?  
 Muhammad Ali  
• What do you think happens  
 when we die: I really don’t  
 know, but my trust in God is  
 strong.
• Favorite smell: Bread baking   
 Least favorite: Skunks
• Exercise… worth it? Who knows?
• Favorite Movie: Cat Ballou

• Most used app on my phone:  
 Weather
• Favorite Bible story/passage:  
 “But now, this is what the LORD  
 says— he who created you,  
 Jacob, he who formed you,  
 Israel: “Do not fear, for I have  
 redeemed you; I have summoned  
 you by name; you are mine.”  
 — Isaiah 43:1
• One Song for the rest of my life:  
 Jim Croce, “I’ve got a Name”
• Describe the rest of your life in  
 five words: Hopefully, still doing  
 my best.

Jim Korpik

Christ Church Cuestionaire
In addition to sharing how God is moving in the life of Christ Church,  

we also want to share how many ways we’re connected to each other.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
3:30 pm – Small 
                  Group
            Zoom Link is:
 bit.ly/ccwednesday

7 pm– AA Group

2
10 am – UCC Clergy
6:30 pm – Choir

3 4

5
Pentacost Sunday
9 am – Adult 
   Discipleship
10:30 am–Children’s  
  Christian Education
10:30 am – Worship

6
 

7
12 pm – Bible Study
1:30 pm– Art Group 
7 pm– Overeaters 
            Anonymous

8
3:30 pm – Small 
                  Group
            Zoom Link is:
 bit.ly/ccwednesday

7 pm– AA Group

9
10 am – UCC Clergy

11 am– Talia Recital

10 11

12
9 am – Adult 
   Discipleship
10:30 am–Children’s  
  Christian Education
10:30 am – Worship

13
 

14
12 pm – Bible Study
1:30 pm– Art Group 
7 pm– Overeaters 
            Anonymous
7 pm– Finance 
            Committee

15
3:30 pm – Small 
                  Group
            Zoom Link is:
 bit.ly/ccwednesday

7 pm– AA Group

16
10 am – UCC Clergy

11 am– Talia Recital

17 18

19
9 am – Adult 
   Discipleship
10:30 am–Children’s  
  Christian Education
10:30 am – Worship
11:30 am–Mission 
                    Team

20
 

21
12 pm – Bible Study
1:30 pm– Art Group 
7 pm– Overeaters 
            Anonymous

22
10 am-Mom’s Group
3:30 pm – Small 
                  Group
            Zoom Link is:
 bit.ly/ccwednesday

7 pm– AA Group

23
10 am – UCC Clergy

11 am– Talia Recital

24 25

26
9 am – Adult 
   Discipleship
10:30 am–Children’s  
  Christian Education
10:30 am – Worship

27
6 pm – Executive  
             Council

28
11:30 am – Lunch               
              and Learn
12 pm – Bible Study
1:30 pm– Art Group 
7 pm– Overeaters 
            Anonymous

29
10 am-Mom’s Group
3:30 pm – Small 
                  Group
            Zoom Link is:
 bit.ly/ccwednesday

7 pm– AA Group

30
10 am – UCC Clergy

11 am– Talia Recital

https://bit.ly/ccwednesday
https://bit.ly/ccwednesday
https://bit.ly/ccwednesday
https://bit.ly/ccwednesday
https://bit.ly/ccwednesday

